RESUMPTION OF THE COURT OF THE PEOPLE OF TASMANIA
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Witness Evidence Continued 
 
ROLE — Prosecutorial questions of next witness.
 
Thank-you your Honour. I now call Mr Garry STANNUS to the witness stand.

PROSECUTOR: 
1. Would you please state your full name?

Mr. STANNUS — 

My name is Garry Francis Stannus. 
 

PROSECUTOR:

2. Could you please take the oath or affirmation, as you prefer?

Mr. STANNUS — 

I promise to be truthful in what I give as evidence, and, as a witness, not to withhold any information that might be relevant to questions that might be put to me by any member of this Court of Public Opinion.

PROSECUTOR:

3. Would you kindly tell the ladies and gentlemen of the jury a little about yourself and why you believe it necessary that you give evidence of relevance to this particular trial of Minister O’Byrne? 

Mr. STANNUS — 

I live in Liffey – I came there in the 1980s and since 2001, I also live in Launceston.  Over that time I have worked as a labourer, storeman, schoolteacher and lastly, as a library technician, which is my present job.

I have grown to love the environment, through my travels on the island and particularly, by living in Liffey, where there is a mixture of some rural residences and farms, wonderful bush and World Heritage areas.  Lately there have been a number of properties that have had tree plantations established on them.  Largely they have been on under-utilised land that had previously been cleared for grazing.  

Through living in Liffey, and developing this love for our natural environment, I became involved in Landcare and then, as the years passed, I began to identify as a green.  I grew into this.  At first I was one of those types who said “I'm not a greenie, but...” 

PROSECUTOR: 
4. Could you kindly tell the jury why you believe it necessary that you give evidence of relevance to this particular trial of Minister O’Byrne? 

Mr. STANNUS — 

As the years went on I have witnessed the ongoing assault on our natural environment and the rationalisations that are used to explain away the continued logging of our bush, and the wide scale use of fire as a land management tool in Tasmania. 

PROSECUTOR: 
5. Have you ever been personally affected by what you term as the wide scale use of fire as a land management tool in Tasmania? 
Mr. STANNUS — 

My property has been threatened several times over the years from fires, which originated from logging burn-offs, and 'fire-prevention' burns that have escaped.  These have on more than one occasion, meant that we had to evacuate our home.  I live in the bush and I accept the chance that bushfire will one day come my way ... however, I will not cut down the bush around me in order that I can 'live in the bush' – that's an oxymoron.  I am in an area which I do not consider that I could defend against a bushfire, and I am prepared to evacuate, let the house burn if it must, and rebuild.  That's the price I would pay for living where I do.  

PROSECUTOR: 
6. Have you ever considered fuel reduction burns? ? 

Mr. STANNUS — 

No, they kill a lot of little 'critters' that live on the ground and threaten specific populations of plants.  I have watched a localised community of Banksia Marginata nearly eliminated by the successive fires that have escaped into bushland areas.  Years ago, when I first moved into the bush I thought that I should clear it close to the house, and do fuel reduction burns, but I came to realise that unless I substantially cleared the lower front portions of our block, I didn’t have a realistic chance of protecting against fire.  I have seen neighbours, who in the name of ‘fuel reduction’, create bushfires which have burnt into my property, I have seen fire officers who despite, knowing that these were culpable incidents involving risks to property and life and limb, were unwilling to charge those responsible with any offence.  My rights have been ignored and the pyromaniacs have been tacitly supported.  So now I keep my house insured and strongly reject the idea that my neighbours have the right to fill the air that I breathe with smoke or to allow fire to kill wildlife or to allow their fires to burn onto my property.  I am telling the Court this so that they will know that I am not a middle-of-the-road person, that the glasses I wear are coloured green.

PROSECUTOR: 
7. And do you have any particular experiences relating to environmental smoke that you wish to tell the jury about? 
Mr. STANNUS — 

I have seen smoke blot the landscape year after year.  It comes from a number of sources, for example from neighbours in the bush, 'tidying up' their property or from wood stoves and wood heaters.  Then there is the burning of windrows, of piles of tree stumps in farmers paddocks, of fuel reduction burns, of urban industry and by Parks and Wildlife for example.  Smoke is pretty much a constant in the environment of Tasmania.  It invades houses, backyards, public streets – it is all over the place.  I regard myself as a healthy person, yet I find that these days in town, when the smoke from my neighbour's open fire blows directly onto the side of my house, and it seeps into our rooms – even with windows, blinds and curtains shut – that my eyes prickle with the smoke, and that it irritates my nostrils.  I have a feeling that I am becoming more susceptible to irritation from smoke, but it's hard to know.  I myself don't have trouble with breathing, but I have heard that the effects of smoke inhalation can be at first, unseen yet cumulative.  

PROSECUTOR: 
8. Have you taken any steps to lodge your disapproval of practices related to any air quality problems you have experienced? 

Mr. STANNUS — 

I bought myself a camera on Boxing Day 2007, wanting to take pictures of flora and fauna, and the odd landscape.  I got in the habit of keeping the camera with me.  In February 11, 2008 I saw smoke coming from one of the chimneys at the Gunns’ premises at Lindsay St, in Launceston.  The smoke was curling up, and collecting in the airshed above the town's CBD.  I sent my photos of this event to various politicians and the newspaper.  I could not see why we had to have smoke over the town, why people had to breathe it.  Jeremy Ball, the Greens alderman on the Launceston Council took the matter up for me and the matter ended up with the EPA and Gunns were required to install new filtering equipment, which they did.  I saw this as a positive result for the people of the Tamar Valley, and the quality of the air within it.  Launceston and the Tamar Valley have problems with air quality and the council has been trying to redress these, in part with a wood-heater buy-back scheme.  However, it still experiences problems related to wood heaters, industrial emissions and also controlled burns. The photos were published in Tas Times, 18/2/08 under the title of "Tasmania..."

On Thursday 5th June 2008, I was at the offices of the Examiner and saw down Paterson St, smoke coming from a building, which contains the offices of some Members of Parliament, including Michelle O'Byrne.  I continued on my way, past this place and round to Brisbane St, where outside the Princess Theatre I saw a huge cloud of smoke in the distance above City Park.  I climbed the hill out of town to High St and photographed it.  It was huge.  It dwarfed Mt Arthur.  The way it looked, it was going to blanket everything from the mountain to the East coast.  I published these photos in Tas Times on or about the 8th of June 2008.  The article was called “The Burning of Tasmania”

 

PROSECUTOR: 
9. To what extent has your interest in air quality continued? 

Mr. STANNUS — 

Late that 5th June 2008 night, I was looking out my window at the rooves of Launceston and I saw a finger of cloud moving from right to left, that is, from east to west across the town.  It is comparatively rare to see this happen and I looked at it again.  It was smoke, a thin finger of smoke.  It was the ‘thin end’ of a wedge that followed.  I knew what had happened.  All the smoke from the big fire that had been heading for the East Coast had returned.  There had been a change of wind direction.  The smoke came across the town as far as the Trevallyn hills and was halted by them.  Then it began filling the valley above the CBD.  I got out my camera again, I think it was after midnight by this stage, and I went out looking for some spot to photograph this.  I went up to the top of Balfour St, but I had no luck with the photos, in the darkness.  I could see some of the lights that went down the West Tamar Highway disappearing into the smoke.  You could smell it, it was a smell of fresh green fuel being burnt, not the smell of seasoned wood when that is being burnt. 

 

In the morning I got up ready to get some shots in daylight but to my surprise you couldn't see much more than 100 metres  - as well as the smoke, a mist had come up the river and enveloped the town, somehow mixing with and hiding the smoke.  I drove to various points in the Tamar, trying to find some way of getting a satisfactory photo, but could not.  During the afternoon, the fog cleared away, and I saw that the smoke had largely cleared, although there were still strata of brown smoke south of the city and also over Mt Arthur.  I published these photos in Tas Times on or around the 16th of June 2008.  It appeared under the title “Smog Alert” although I had first/also called the article “451 Tasmania”

 

PROSECUTOR: 
10. Do you know the plaintiff, Mr Clive STOTT? If your answer is yes, can you tell the jury how you know him and what knowledge you have about him that is relative to this trial?

Mr. STANNUS — 

Some time later (after June 2008) I learnt of Clive Stott, and how his health was being damaged by these smoke events.  In fact I learnt that Clive had been the person who had let off a smoke flare in Minister Michelle O’Byrne’s office on June 5th, 2008, which I’d seen, before seeing the big controlled burn near Mt Arthur.  As he told me later, he’d been in the city on that World Environment Day. He was in pain from blood clots in his leg and lungs and had had enough. On the way out of town he saw the same pall of smoke over Mt Arthur that I was later to see, and he turned back to town and went into the Minister’s office trying to get to speak to her about the smoke issue, to no avail, and let off the smoke flare, so that they would know what it was like, I guess.  In this batch of photos which I’d taken on and just after 5/06/08, I included various text, including an account of Clive’s which I had found on his web site, which described his smoke-induced medical difficulties leading up to a few days before that huge smoke cloud from near Mt Arthur. 

 

