RESUMPTION OF THE COURT OF THE PEOPLE OF TASMANIA

Commencement of Witness Evidence

Interrogatories

ROLE — WITNESS

PROSECUTOR:

1. Would you please state your full name?

CLIVE MALCOLM STOTT
PROSECUTOR:

2. Would you please take the oath or affirmation, as you prefer.

I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth in this court of public opinion.
PROSECUTOR:

3. Mr. STOTT, first of all I refer to your website @ http://www.cleanairtas.com
In order to acquaint yourself and your situation with the jury, I would like you, if you can to briefly in perhaps one or two sentences, tell the jury why you found it necessary to establish the site and then if you will say a little about each of the following as they appear on that site: -

The site www.cleanairtas.com came about as a result of the public being told no hospital admissions had occurred as a result of the forest industries planned burn smoke when in fact I myself had had four trips to accident emergency with very serious health problems as a result of the pollution from these burns. I wanted the truth to be told. I figured by putting up the site it would allow me to do this and to communicate with other people who were suffering in silence the same I had been. This has certainly proven to be the case with over 5000 hits in the first year, and a huge number of emails.
a)
About me
This page gives people an understanding of my background and life experiences. This I believe qualifies me to speak with some authority in a practical and technical sense about the harmful effects of this smoke we are needlessly subjected to. Much more so than someone sitting at a desk thinking they are an authority on the matter.
b)
Could you live like this?
Not being able to breathe is a frightening experience. It is especially frightening for children. In setting up this page I wanted people to know just how my life and body had been affected by being forced to breathe the residue or rubbish from plantation activities.
c)
Environment's answer
I found our state Environment Division had some very useful information about the adverse health effects of smoke on its website. I also found out that this information means nothing to the Department and the page may have well been blank because it claimed, "The Department is working to address air, noise and water pollution issues." I strongly began to believe this was not the case with large scale environmental air pollution coming from the forest industries and affecting so many.
d)
Parks & Wildlife Planned burns
The amount of smoke generated from one proposed 2253 Ha low intensity burn for example by Parks and Wildlife and Forestry Tasmania would have, according to world experts, wide ranging effects on our people, our water catchments, our animals, our health system, and so on. This smoke is toxic and our Environment Minister, Michelle O’Byrne, has the responsibility for Parks and Wildlife creating some of it, and our air quality.
e)
Forest Industry's answer
The Forest Industries have a lot to answer for in Tasmania when it comes to smoke inhalation by the people. They are made up of the private and government forest industries and they make the decisions about when to burn and they take complaints. Self governing is not working in this state as the smoke continues to still be released from the source, to be inhaled by all Tasmanians ands anybody else visiting the state.
f)
Photos
A picture is worth a thousand words. I thought it would be good to show just how much smoke we have to breathe. People from all around the world have said they will not come to Tasmania until the smoke is stopped. The images also show how deliberate and careless the forest industry can be when they light smoky burns at a time when wind directions are forecast to push this smoke to populated areas.
g)
Health Department's Answer
The Department of Environmental Health claims it has no regulatory control over smoke from forestry burning. They acknowledge this smoke is harmful and instead of becoming pro-active to guarantee the good health of Tasmanians they adopt the line of just advising people to take refuge indoors.
The World Health Organisation claims there is no safe level of fine particle pollution

h)
Air Quality Monitoring
I have always maintained our air quality monitoring should be carried out by an independent body with NATA certification. In Tasmania we do not have real time validated readings and our intelligence is insulted when readings are released weeks later claiming everything is ok when we have been breathing in toxic pollution.
i)
Is Smoke Dangerous
The Environment Department's own website lists the harmful substances in woodsmoke.
There is a huge amount of properly conducted medical research published on the internet that links serious diseases with particle pollution.
This page shows the travel distance for the two sizes of particles that are measured to determine our air quality. Many people would get a shock when they read this and would probably blame their sickness on something else.
j)
Asthma Foundation
I believe the Asthma Foundation should lobby to bring about an immediate end to forestry burning, but they won’t. It disturbs me that children are put on asthma medication (for life in a lot of cases) so forestry can keep burning. Until Asthma Foundation Tasmania actively changes their agenda and calls for an immediate ban of plantation burning I will not support that organisation and will encourage others to do the same. I feel they are snubbing their noses at the World Health Organisation.
k)
Peaceful Demonstration
I discharged a smoke flare at Minister O’Byrne’s electorate office in Launceston. You must remember I had suffered severely as a result of this smoke inhalation, had trips to hospital, and the Minister had refused to meet with me, and still does. It was to demonstrate what it is like to try and breathe in a respirator whilst enduring smoke and experiencing a prolonged asthma attack.
You can watch the CCTV tape of the incident released to me under FOI and listen to the audio of my court appearance.
l)
Correspondence
I believe it is important to keep a record of letters, emails and press releases on the subject of this very harmful environmental pollution. Here you can follow the paper chase.
m)

Links
This page has amongst other things, links to Acts, Codes, Guidelines and Strategies, etc., connected to environmental smoke. People can come here to locate these. For example it also lists where people in authority can be found; right from the Prime Minister to the Federal Environment Minister, the Hon Peter Garrett. It also has a link to a comprehensive smoke diary from 2008
n)
Forum
I set up a forum on my website to give people the platform to post issues of concern to them, and to meet others with similar interests.
If it please your Honour.[image: image1.png]
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