Coverage of the Meander Dam proposal by Tasmanian daily newspapers

Media and Environment research project

Nick Fitzgerald

June 2004 (updated October 2004)

Background: a proposal to dam the Meander River

The proposal to build a 43,000 megalitre dam on the Meander River in northern Tasmania is one of the largest infrastructure projects and also one of the biggest environmental debates of recent times. It is not the first time that a large dam proposal has met with considerable controversy in Tasmania. Tension between the government and anti-dam campaigners divided Tasmania over the Lake Pedder and Franklin/Gordon power developments. However this conflict faded as the era of hydro-industrialisation reached its closing stages with the completion of the King River and Anthony power schemes in the early 1990s. It might have seemed that damming rivers was not to be an issue again. 

Unlike earlier large dams proposed (and many built) in Tasmania, the Meander Dam scheme is for irrigation to enable intensification of agriculture in the Meander Valley, following the heralded success of the Coal Valley irrigation scheme implemented in southern Tasmania (DPIWE, Why Tasmania needs the Meander Dam 14). Although primarily an irrigation dam, the proposal includes a relatively small power station. The Meander Valley is no stranger to environmental conflict, the last instance of statewide prominence being the campaign against logging on the slopes of Mother Cummings Peak in 1998 (Mother Cummings campaign).

The major proponent of the dam proposal is the Tasmanian Government with the support of the Liberal opposition and the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association (the State’s peak farming body). Opposition to the project has come from environmental lobby group, the Tasmanian Conservation Trust (TCT) and the Tasmanian Greens. Within local communities in the Meander Valley area are outspoken campaigners on both sides of the debate. In the middle of the debate, in an attempt to objectively assess the costs and benefits of the proposal and resolve the perceived conflicts, are statutory bodies involved in assessment processes in regard to relevant legislation. Among these are the Resource Management and Planning Appeals Tribunal (RMPAT, an independent statutory body existing under the Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal Act 1993), and the Commonwealth Government’s Department of the Environment and Heritage (previously Environment Australia).

In debate over the dam proposal, several key issues are apparent:

· the economic viability and profitability of the project;

· the role of the Resource Management and Planning Appeals Tribunal;

· introduction of new legislation to facilitate the dam proposal;

· potential impacts on a heath plant (Epacris species) of disputable taxonomy and threatened species status;

· potential impacts on the spotted-tail quoll, a mammal species listed as vulnerable to extinction under Commonwealth legislation.

Other issues that have been discussed include:

· the role of the Tasmanian Government as proponent and financial supporter;

· details of private investment in the project;

· loss of native forest at the proposed impoundment;

· hydrological changes in the Meander catchment;

· downstream environmental impacts on geomorphology and biology of the Meander River;

· potential geological problems with the dam site;

· recreational potential of the impoundment;

· flood mitigation for townships on the Meander River;

· improvements to town water supplies;

· and alternatives to a large instream dam.

Historically the idea to dam the Meander River is not new; it has been suggested and discussed in public and political arenas for several decades. The current proposal emerged from the State Government’s Water Development Plan in 2001 and subsequent Meander Dam Development Proposal and Environmental Management Plan (DPIWE), released in February 2002. This “signalled the start of the formal public comment stage of the assessment of this proposal under Tasmanian law” (Tasmanian Conservation Trust). Several supplementary reports were released in May 2002.

In late 2002 the project received approval, subject to several conditions, from the Board of Environmental Management and Pollution Control (EMPC) and the Assessment Committee for Dam Construction (ACDC). The TCT appealed to the RMPAT to review the approval of the dam. The RMPAT ruled against the dam, effectively preventing the proposal from proceeding (RMPAT):

Upon the present state of evidence the Tribunal is satisfied that the certain and further likely environmental harm arising from construction of and the existence of the dam, clearly outweigh the less certain benefits. The Tribunal is satisfied that the proper decision is to refuse a permit for the dam.

In order to allow the dam project to proceed the State Government had to take the extraordinary step of introducing new legislation to effectively override the RMPAT ruling. The Meander Dam Project Bill 2003 was passed by parliament in April 2003.

The dam proposal also came under Commonwealth jurisdiction, being a designated ‘controlled action’ in relation to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 due to potential impacts on two species listed under that act. The Commonwealth assessment process considered economic and social benefits against environmental impacts and in September 2003, after considerable lobbying by the Tasmanian Government, Meander Valley Council, TFGA and TCT, approved the project subject to conditions designed to mitigate and compensate for impacts on the threatened species.

The debate continued with the TCT lodging an appeal against the decision to the Federal Court of Australia. However, the continuing taxonomic debate about the Epacris plant species found on the Meander River appeared to be resolved in January 2004 when Epacris expert Ron Crowden claimed that the plants in question were actually populations of a more common Epacris species from southern and western Tasmania, therefore effectively negating any threatened species concerns (including Commonwealth obligations). Subsequently, conditions relating to Epacris aff. exserta ‘Union Bridge’ in the Commonwealth dam approval were removed; this damaged the TCT’s strongest grounds of appeal such that the TCT decided in June 2004 to abandon the Federal Court appeal (Woodfield “Meander Dam Federal Court appeal”).

Having leaped, skirted and demolished several barriers to its progress, the dam proposal remains on the agenda. Three final tenders from prospective private investors have been received by the State Government (Kons), so dam construction could begin in early 2005.

The Meander Dam proposal and debate have received considerable coverage in local Tasmanian newspapers, including several front-page headlines, feature stories and editorials. Much of the media debate has been along the traditional battle lines of environment versus development. Analysis of media coverage of an environmental debate such as this can provide insights into the methods of production of news, the way the media is utilised by proponents, the aspects of a broad and complex issue that are reported and the way issues are framed by the media and its sources. This research examines a 15 month period of coverage in the three Tasmanian daily newspapers. The issue continues to feature in the print media.

Research Aim

This research aims to examine coverage of the Meander Dam proposal in three Tasmanian daily newspapers: the Mercury (and Sunday Tasmanian), the Examiner and the Advocate. Content analysis techniques were used to quantify and compare coverage between newspapers in terms of attitudes toward the proposal and reporting of the separate issues involved.

Research Methodology

Content analysis of the Mercury (and Sunday Tasmanian), the Examiner and the Advocate was conducted over a period of 15 months commencing 1st February 2002. This time period equates provides a relatively long-term analysis and a substantial sample size thus reducing the bias that may occur in relation to events or media coverage over a shorter time period.

February 2002 was chosen as a starting date because it represents the release of the Meander Dam DPEMP and a consequent increase in media coverage and public awareness of the issue. A large proportion of media coverage of the current Meander Dam issue falls within this period, amounting to some 136 feature articles, news stories, opinion pieces and editorials in the three newspapers. Newspaper coverage has continued since the end of April 2003, but has not been considered here.

The sample included every text in which the Meander Dam project is the main topic (i.e. it is mentioned in the headline or first paragraph). Editorial letters were not included.  Taking a sample from the full range of articles was not considered necessary because it was feasible to analyse every text in the defined scope of the research and the nature of the issue was such that coverage fluctuated over short time periods, with a large proportion of articles occurring on only a few days out of the sample range.

Content analysis is a useful technique for analysis of texts such as newspaper articles and editorials. Although it is not entirely objective, content analysis is a rigid and replicable method of analysis to quantify relative differences in key characteristics, which provides a basis for informed inferences about the intentions and influences of the text (Hansen et al.). Data collection is conducted using a process called ‘coding’ which involves determining appropriate categories, units and systems of enumeration to enable collection of information relevant to the research question in a repeatable method (Holsti). Coding is a subjective process guided by the aim of the research and the researcher’s familiarity with the subject and medium.

A coding schedule and a code book with guidelines on how to score the content of articles was devised for this research. Using the coding schedule to analyse each individual newspaper item in the sample provided information such as the frequency with which different players were represented in coverage (as indicated by quotes) and the frequency with which different issues were covered. The process also makes a classification of the overall context of the item, in terms of whether it presents a favourable or unfavourable impression of the dam proposal, or a mixture of both or is value neutral. This classification of ‘value dimensions’ requires considerable interpretation of the material and therefore clearly documented guidelines are necessary (Hansen et al. 114-5).

The Examiner is printed in Launceston and reaches 79.1 % of the population in its primary circulation area of northern and northeastern Tasmania, which includes the Meander Valley municipality. As at December 2003, the circulation of the Examiner was: Monday to Friday 84 000 readers, Saturday Examiner 101 000 readers, Sunday Examiner 107 000 readers (Roy Morgan Research figures).

The Advocate, based in Burnie and covering the north-west and west coast of Tasmania, has a Monday to Friday average circulation of 26 253 with an estimated readership of 62 200 people and a Saturday circulation of 30 076 with 68 500 (September 2002 circulation figures from Australian Bureau of Circulation; March 2003 readership figures from Roy Morgan Research).

The Mercury is based in Hobart and has a largely metropolitan readership, reaching 66 % of the Hobart population Monday – Friday. The Monday – Friday circulation of the Mercury is 48 630 with an estimated 110 000 readers. The Saturday Mercury has a circulation of 63 550 with 155 000 readers, and the Sunday Tasmanian has a circulation of 58 649 and a readership of 136 000 (“The Mercury: about this paper”).
Results

Over the study period of 15 months (454 days) a total of 136 newspaper articles were collected and analysed using the coding schedule. At least 80 per cent of articles in each newspaper were classified as news stories, with a total of 116 news stories (including those which were predominantly opinion or press release) in the whole sample (table 1).

The Examiner had the lowest proportion of genuine news stories out of the three newspapers (72 % of all Examiner articles), however if stories presented as news stories are included it has the highest proportion (88 %). This is attributed largely to the format of the Examiner whereby on some days when the dam issue was a major topic several smaller articles – each presenting a narrow, opinionated perspective on the issues – were grouped together rather than presenting the different sides to the issue in one large story. This makes it somewhat difficult to analyse the Examiner coverage in comparison to the other papers, although the range of issues covered and attitudes toward the dam should give an overall impression. Furthermore this increases the total number of articles concerning the dam in the Examiner and therefore partly accounts for the Examiner having nearly half of all the articles during the study period. 

The newspapers contained similar numbers of opinion pieces over the study period, but the Mercury was the only newspaper not to publish an editorial about the Meander dam (although the issue was mentioned briefly in a Mercury editorial lambasting then DPIWE Minister Bryan Green). A chronology of the history of the Meander dam proposal in the Examiner was the only article that did not fit into other categories.

Table 1. Classification of articles by type in the three newspapers.

	
	Advocate
	Examiner
	Mercury
	All newspapers

	News story
	32
	47
	24
	103

	News story (opinion)
	2
	10
	1
	13

	Feature
	0
	1
	1
	2

	Opinion
	5
	4
	5
	14

	Editorial
	1
	2
	0
	3

	Other (chronology)
	0
	1
	0
	1

	All articles
	40
	65
	31
	136


The number of articles fluctuated considerably over time in relation to relevant events and newsworthiness of the issue (figure 1).  Only twelve of the 65 weekly periods examined contained 3 or more articles in all newspapers. Peak coverage was between 24th January and 6th February 2003 with around 30 articles per week; this corresponded with the RMPAT ruling and the fallout of this decision. Subsequent articles were mainly about attempts to progress the dam project following the RMPAT rejection of the proposal. The smaller peak in the 19th fortnight was in mid-October 2002 in response to the EMPC approval and news that the TCT would lodge an appeal with the RMPAT. A number of articles appeared in the middle of April 2003 (32nd fortnight) coincident with the introduction of the Meander Dam legislation.

All newspapers showed a pro-dam bias as demonstrated by articles classified as favourable toward the dam proposal being the largest category in each paper (table 2). Attitude toward the dam proposal was assessed subjectively based upon the balance of viewpoints presented, emphasis and language used within each article. The Advocate demonstrated the most bias with a ratio of nearly 5 pro-dam articles for every anti-dam article; in the Examiner the ration was 3:1 and the Mercury was the least biased with 2:1.
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Figure 1. Coverage of Meander dam issue over time, 1st Feb 2002 – 30th April 2003.

If only genuine news stories are considered the differences between the newspapers are less and the proportions of favourable articles is lower because opinion pieces which were typically favourable toward the dam are excluded from the analysis (table 3). The proportions of articles considered unfavourable toward the dam or with a balance of mixed attitudes is remarkably similar between the papers, with one in every eight news stories unfavourable and three in eight mixed.

Opinion pieces were in favour of the dam, mostly authored by various politicians, with the exception of two columns in the Mercury which presented anti-dam cases (Woodfield “‘Quick and dirty’ option”; Thorne). The two editorials in the Examiner were supportive of the dam, whilst the Advocate editorial presented a neutral attitude. The Examiner contained the largest number of pro-dam opinion pieces.

Table 2. Attitude toward dam proposal, all articles.

	
	Advocate
	Examiner
	Mercury
	All newspapers

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Favourable
	19
	47.5
	30
	46.2
	12
	38.7
	61
	44.9

	Unfavourable
	4
	10.0
	10
	15.4
	6
	19.4
	20
	14.7

	Mixed
	12
	30.0
	19
	29.2
	9
	29.0
	40
	29.4

	Neutral
	5
	12.5
	6
	9.2
	4
	12.9
	15
	11.0

	All articles
	40
	100
	65
	100
	31
	100
	136
	100


Table 3. Attitude toward dam proposal, news stories only.

	
	Advocate
	Examiner
	Mercury
	All newspapers

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Favourable
	14
	43.8
	18
	38.3
	8
	33.3
	40
	38.8

	Unfavourable
	4
	12.5
	6
	12.8
	3
	12.5
	13
	12.6

	Mixed
	12
	37.5
	18
	38.3
	9
	37.5
	39
	37.9

	Neutral
	2
	6.3
	5
	10.6
	4
	16.7
	11
	10.7

	All articles
	32
	100
	47
	100
	24
	100
	103
	100


For each newspaper, approximately ¼ of all articles quoted anti-dam sources, whilst ¾ quoted dam proponents. The most frequently quoted sources in all newspapers were Tasmanian Government politicians, principally DPIWE Minister David Llewellyn and his successor Bryan Green (table 4). The vast majority of quotes in all newspapers were from dam supporters, with very similar proportions of pro- and anti-dam protagonists evident in the Mercury and Advocate, which differed somewhat from the Examiner’s coverage having the least quotes from supporters and the most from opponents. 

Despite the overall bias toward supporters of the dam, the Tasmanian Conservation Trust was the second most widely quoted source in the Examiner and Advocate, although apart from the Tasmanian Greens there were very few other anti-dam voices. The Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association was the most widely reported non-government organisation in support of the dam, while several other lobby groups were occasionally quoted.

Amongst the dam opponents, the TCT was more widely quoted than the Tasmanian Greens in the two northern newspapers whereas the situation was reversed in the Mercury.

Table 4. Sources of quotations in Meander dam coverage, 1/2/2002 – 30/4/2003*.

	
	Advocate
	Examiner
	Mercury

	
	Number articles
	Number paras
	%age of total quotes
	Number articles
	Number paras
	%age of total quotes
	Number articles
	Number paras
	%age of total quotes

	Labor MHAs
	15
	64
	23.4
	20
	73
	16.5
	14
	56
	28.0

	Liberal MHAs
	10
	30
	11.0
	11
	50
	11.3
	11
	40
	20.0

	Tasmanian Senators
	3
	6
	2.2
	4
	10
	2.3
	6
	15
	7.5

	Tas Govt DPIWE
	4
	11
	4.0
	4
	15
	3.4
	1
	4
	2.0

	Meander Valley Council or Councillors
	2
	6
	2.2
	7
	19
	4.3
	3
	6
	3.0

	Meander Valley Council document
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	3
	0.7
	0
	0
	0.0

	Greg Hall MLC
	5
	29
	10.6
	4
	7
	1.6
	0
	0
	0.0

	Other MLCs
	1
	4
	1.5
	4
	12
	2.7
	1
	1
	0.5

	TFGA
	5
	13
	4.8
	5
	21
	4.8
	4
	16
	8.0

	MVDAG
	1
	3
	1.1
	5
	22
	5.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	MRMG
	1
	4
	1.5
	1
	3
	0.7
	1
	4
	2.0

	MV Enterprise Centre
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	3
	0.7
	0
	0
	0.0

	Northern Midlands mayor
	0
	0
	0.0
	4
	17
	3.8
	0
	0
	0.0

	Councillors (other than Meander Valley Council)
	1
	5
	1.8
	1
	1
	0.2
	0
	0
	0.0

	Tas Agricultural Productivity Group
	1
	3
	1.1
	2
	7
	1.6
	0
	0
	0.0

	Nthn Tas Regional Development Board
	0
	0
	0.0
	3
	9
	2.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	TCCI
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	5
	2.5

	Local farmers
	3
	23
	8.4
	4
	32
	7.2
	1
	4
	2.0

	Agricultural companies
	1
	6
	2.2
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	TCA media release
	1
	1
	0.4
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	Total pro-dam
	54
	210
	76.9
	82
	317
	69.0
	43
	151
	75.5

	Greens MHAs
	4
	9
	3.3
	10
	36
	8.1
	8
	18
	9.0

	Meander Valley Councillors
	1
	2
	0.7
	1
	1
	0.2
	0
	0
	0.0

	Tasmanian Conservation Trust
	11
	40
	14.7
	15
	64
	14.5
	5
	12
	6.0

	Tasmanian Senator (Bob Brown)
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	2
	0.5
	1
	3
	1.5

	WWF economic consultant
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	2
	1.0

	Quoll expert
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	3
	1.5

	Community dam opponent
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	13
	2.9
	0
	0
	0.0

	Total anti-dam
	15
	49
	17.9
	27
	115
	26.0
	16
	38
	19

	Planning Institute of Aust
	1
	7
	2.6
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	2
	1.0

	LGAT (Lynn Mason)
	1
	2
	0.7
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	Sue Smith MLC
	2
	5
	1.8
	2
	7
	1.6
	1
	6
	3.0

	Tony McCall, lecturer Public Policy, UTas
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	12
	2.7
	0
	0
	0.0

	Total critical of legislation
	4
	14
	5.1
	2
	7
	4.3
	2
	8
	4

	Federal Govt politician
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0

	RMPAT spokesperson
	0
	0
	0.0
	2
	3
	0.7
	0
	0
	0.0

	RMPAT documents
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	2
	2
	1.0

	Hydro CEO
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0
	0.0
	1
	1
	0.5

	Total neutral
	0
	0
	0
	2
	3
	0.7
	3
	3
	1.5

	Total
	73
	273
	100.0
	113
	442
	100.0
	64
	200
	100.0


*acronyms: MHA = Member House of Assembly, DPIWE = Department of Primary Industries, Water & Environment, MLC = Member of Legislative Council, TFGA = Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, MVDAG = Meander Valley Dam Action Group, MRMG = Meander Resource Management Group, TCCI = Tasmanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, TCA = Timber Communities Australia, WWF = Worldwide Fund for Nature, LGAT = Local Government Association of Tasmania, RMPAT = Resource Management and Planning Appeals Tribunal

Individual local farmers in the Meander Valley received a significant amount of coverage, more so in most cases than representative groups such as the Meander Valley Dam Action Group and the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers association.

At the time the Government introduced the Meander Dam legislation there was some reporting of sources concerned about the process but not commenting on 

the dam project per se, such as Sue Smith who was the only MLC to vote against the legislation.

Table 5 shows the numbers of articles which covered each of the defined topics within the broad issue of the Meander dam proposal. The six most widely covered subjects by this measure were all related to either government/statutory assessment processes or the purported social and economic benefits of the project or debate over economic viability. The RMPAT rejection of the dam proposal and the subsequent State Government response, which culminated in the introduction of new legislation to enable the dam, were the most frequent topics, reflecting the key events during the study period.

Coverage of the range of issues was similar across the three newspapers. The Examiner appears to have the broadest coverage of issues, but the differences are relatively small and the Examiner did have a greater coverage of the entire issue in terms of numbers of articles and paragraphs.

Of the threatened species issues, most coverage was devoted to the spotted-tail quoll, followed by general threatened species topics which tended to include both the major threatened species issues (i.e. the quoll and the heath plant).

 Table 5. Coverage of topics in Meander dam articles.

	
	Advocate
	Examiner
	Mercury
	All newspapers

	
	Main topic
	Subsidiary topic
	Total
	Main topic
	Subsidiary topic
	Total
	Main topic
	Subsidiary topic
	Total
	Main topic
	Subsidiary topic
	Total

	RMPAT process and decision
	7
	2
	9
	13
	17
	30
	7
	9
	16
	27
	28
	55

	State Govt intent to override RMPAT incl. dam legislation
	13
	3
	16
	12
	10
	22
	11
	5
	16
	36
	18
	54

	Economic viability (incl. cost of water)
	2
	8
	10
	5
	13
	18
	2
	6
	8
	9
	27
	36

	Economic, social, agricultural benefits
	2
	6
	8
	0
	13
	13
	1
	8
	9
	3
	27
	30

	Commonwealth Government assessment
	4
	0
	4
	4
	10
	14
	6
	5
	11
	14
	15
	29

	State Government assessment
	5
	2
	7
	7
	3
	10
	2
	1
	3
	14
	6
	20

	Potential impact on spotted-tail quoll
	1
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	0
	8
	8
	2
	13
	15

	Threatened species issues (general)
	0
	5
	5
	0
	9
	9
	0
	1
	1
	0
	15
	15

	State Govt water development plans
	0
	3
	3
	3
	4
	7
	0
	4
	4
	3
	11
	14

	Downstream effects (geomorphological, biological, water quality and quantity)
	1
	3
	4
	1
	7
	8
	0
	1
	1
	2
	11
	13

	Govt consideration of Supreme Court appeal
	1
	1
	2
	2
	7
	9
	0
	2
	2
	3
	10
	13

	Meander Council assessment and support
	1
	1
	2
	5
	0
	5
	0
	0
	0
	6
	1
	7

	State Govt role as proponent and financial supporter
	1
	1
	2
	0
	3
	3
	0
	2
	2
	1
	6
	7

	Potential impact on heath plant (Epacris species)
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	5
	0
	6
	6

	Flood mitigation and 'drought proofing'
	1
	1
	2
	2
	1
	3
	0
	1
	1
	3
	3
	6

	Private investment in project
	0
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	4
	4

	Alternatives to large instream dam (on-farm storage)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	3

	Call for local councils to support dam project
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2

	Potential impacts on catchment hydrology
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2

	Potential geological problems with dam site
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2

	Pro-dam public meeting
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Hydro-electric power scheme
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Loss of native forest at proposed impoundment
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Recreational potential of proposed impoundment
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Improvements to town water supplies
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Some of the topics identified in the preliminary examination of the Meander dam issue, such as benefits to town water supplies, inundation of native forest and the trout-fishing potential of the proposed impoundment were not mentioned or were not counted because they very minor topics in some of the more extensive articles. However these topics did rate a mention in editorial letters during the study period.

Discussion

It is not surprising that all three Tasmanian daily newspapers showed a prominently supportive attitude towards the Meander dam proposal and the State Governments promotion and facilitation of the project since the Labor Government and Liberal Opposition both supported it and there was strong lobbying by other Tasmanian politicians and lobby groups. This is no excuse, however, for the lack of balanced reporting. Much of the material devoted to the Meander dam issues was opinionated and confrontational and there was an apparent lack of objective and thorough discussion of the issues. 

This perhaps compares with other newspapers and other environmental issues. In a content analysis of environmental issues reported in the Advertiser, a daily newspaper in South Australia, Jenkin found an “absence of detailed and informative discussion” (72) and framing of articles so as to serve the social creation of a narrow environmental reality.

Despite the availability of extensive documentation from the various assessment processes the newspaper coverage did not provide any in-depth reporting of the science and economics, except to some extent the feature article in the Sunday Tasmanian (Bevilacqua) which also was the only article to discuss the newspaper coverage of the issue. This may be due to journalists’ lack of time or expertise to consider these information sources, or it may be because reporters are responding in a reactive manner to groups who present the issues and agendas, or else such objective and informative discussion is not considered newsworthy.

Although fundamentally an environmental and economic issue, most of the coverage concerned the politics of the dam proposal, which reflects the predominance of politicians in the debate and the political nature of events such as the RMPAT decision and the Meander Dam legislation. However, even in coverage of environmental issues, it was politicians — who frequently either misused or misunderstood the environmental issues — who dominated the debate (e.g. see discussion of the spotted-tail quoll, below).

Experts, such as ecologists and hydrologists, were very rarely represented, perhaps due to a reluctance of these experts to engage with the media as postulated by Kirkpatrick. However since expert opinions were occasionally presented in the letters to the editors, it may be that a reluctance to engage with experts came from the media more so than vice versa.

The Examiner is the local newspaper in the Meander River catchment and the Meander Valley municipality, hence the greater coverage of the issue afforded by this newspaper. This also explains the greater range of sources quoted by the Examiner, since there is considerable coverage given to local legislative councillors and municipal councillors and local lobby groups.

The Advocate is the most regional and rural of the newspapers and as such it has presented the most pro-dam coverage, however the Examiner had a pro-dam editorial position as evidenced by the two editorials during the period and the large number of pro-dam opinion pieces.

The current Tasmanian Government has been criticised for its close relationship with the local media and its extensive media and public relations efforts (e.g. Simpson, Snell, Hay et al). A public relations campaign is evident in the colourful pro-dam propaganda produced by the State Government (DPIWE, Why Tasmania needs the Meander Dam) and the decision of Meander Valley Council to allocate $10 000 to a fund for promoting the benefits of the dam and countering ‘misinformation’ to convince the Federal Government to approve the project (Pattie).

The State Government (DPIWE, Why Tasmania needs the Meander Dam) and Meander Valley Council in collaboration with the TFGA (Meander Valley Council & Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, “The Meander – A river of lost opportunities” and “The Meander Dam Fact Sheet.”) both presented the dam proposal as a fait accompli, with clear benefits and no major problems.

From a textual analysis of three regional newspapers coverage of the Lake Cowal gold mine proposal in mid-western NSW, McGregor found that the issue was powerfully framed by three distinct myths rather the actual environmental concerns. By ‘myths’ McGregor refers to widely accepted cultural truisms, which may or may not be ‘right’ or ‘wrong’, fiction or reality (193). The ‘rural identity’, the ‘glories of development’ and the ‘duties of democracy’ were the three myths cited by McGregor as framing the Lake Cowal issue in regional towns of the agricultural district. It was these myths that helped to rationalise and contextualise the State Government rejection of the gold mine and also to galvanise resistance to that decision.

The same myths are drawn upon to some extent in the Meander dam proposal, however in this case it is the State Government supporting the development, with the RMPAT and conservationists challenging the power of these myths. The rural-urban divide was not so evident in Tasmania and nor was the coverage so extremely one-sided, particularly since the newspapers concerned covered broad demographics including rural and urban regions. However, Tasmanian Country, a rural newspaper produced by the Mercury, appeared to frame its Meander dam coverage this way, although a textual analysis would need to be performed before conclusions can be drawn.

In government literature (DPIWE, Why Tasmania needs the Meander Dam) and in much of the media coverage, particularly opinion pieces by various politicians (e.g. Green “Why Meander Dam is a goer”; Hall; Barnett), the Meander Valley was presented as a struggling rural community being denied the social and economic benefits of the dam by the whim of bureaucrats and greenies. The dam was presented, as was the mine at Lake Cowal, as a saviour for the district (McGregor 198-99). The Tasmanian Government, in its Why Tasmania needs the Meander Dam publication (DPIWE 6), suggests that the Meander Valley will actually decline if the dam is not built.

Based on a resourcism philosophy, development such as the gold mine or dam is commonsense (McGregor 200). In Tasmania, this philosophy places the Meander Dam in the context of the state’s water development plan which is seen as a major part of an ambitious attempt to increase agricultural production (DPIWE, State of Growth). Consequently criticism of the Meander Dam is portrayed as an attack on the whole Water Development Plan and the ideal of development itself.  These views were articulated by DPIWE Minister Bryan Green, referring to “anti-development” groups (Lowe), and Opposition Leader Rene Hidding who called members of the TCT “perennial anti-development zealots” (Spurgeon, “Libs weigh in to revive dam plan”).

The TCT had expressed concerns about environmental impacts of other proposed irrigation developments in Tasmania, however this was given little coverage except for a number of attacks on the TCT, “I am sorry to say their strategy appears to be opposing for opposing [sic] sake,” claimed Bryan Green (Green, “Dam project ‘too important’”).

Greg Barns, in his discussion of the Meander Dam proposal and the media coverage thereof, implies that the TCT is opposing dams for the sake of opposing dams on the basis of two different representatives of that organisation citing different concerns about different irrigation projects.

The decision by the RMPAT was characterised by some as un-democratic since the tribunal is a statutory body composed of unelected members. The Labor party, having being elected on a platform that included damming the Meander River, appeared to have a mandate to see the project through. To this end Bryan Green presumptuously claimed that the tribunal had “erred in their decision” and “I’m sure it is one [project] which the vast majority of Tasmanians support” (Stubbs, “Dam fury”), with no evidence to justify this claim, and proceeded to override the decision by introducing enabling legislation.

This, however, was seen as undemocratic and an abuse of power by others who were concerned about the disregard to due process by the government regardless of the merits or otherwise of the dam, leading Greens parliamentarian Peg Putt to describe the Government as “authoritarian” (Stubbs, “Dam fury”). Interestingly this situation was widely reported as a failing of the government to adequately convince the tribunal of the merits of the dam, rather than a failing of the dam proposal on an objective basis (e.g. Randell; Spurgeon “Stronger argument needed to convince Commonwealth”).

Dam supporters frequently referred to the benefits to the river provided by the dam in the form of ‘environmental flows’, thereby constructing the dam as a win-win situation for everyone with the environment being improved in addition to the benefits for the local community and the Tasmanian economy. The Lake Cowal gold mine debate was framed in the same way in that the development was claimed to “help save the lake from becoming a stinking swamp” in addition to its supposedly irrefutable economic and social benefits (McGregor 200).

In this context opponents of the dam were ridiculed as not being true to their environmental ethos. In effect there were no rational grounds for opposing the dam, the only motivation for such a position was being ‘anti-development’. The impression was that not only would the Meander Valley miss out on its potential to prosper, it would actually decline without the dam. Opposition leader Rene Hidding went so far as to claim “the proposition now is that we revert to a medieval agriculturist future” (Hidding). Conversely, Greens MHA Kim Booth stated that dam proponents “have to move out of the Dark Ages in regards to sustainable water development in Tasmania” (“Greens blast dam as an economic loser”).

Hansen et al (110) point out that in environmental issues, environmental groups tend to be given less legitimacy than science and government. A common tactic in environmental debates is to ridicule and isolate the conservation lobby as irrational extremists intent on stopping all development and unable to compromise. The implication is that no rational, decent person would share these views, and indeed that nothing short of commonsense and democracy are threatened by the lunatic fringe of green extremists. This was evident in quotes from Liberal politicians Rene Hidding and Jeremy Rockliff, e.g. “Radical green groups must not be allowed to scuttle this important project,” stated Rockliff in The Advocate (Bavage, “Dam vital for future: farmers”). Meander Valley Councillor Jenny Dornauf described the TCTs actions as “un-Australian” and the organisation as “environmental and economic thugs”  (Williams).

The concept of ‘sustainability’ seems to be bastardised to the extent that in some cases it is applied whenever some environmental impact mitigation is conducted even if the net impact on the environment is negative.  Along with this is a myth that human intervention in natural systems is necessary for ecological sustainability. Hence we have the damming of the Meander River actually improving the health of the river by providing environmental flows (with no consideration of the natural fluctuations in flow, migration of aquatic fauna, sediment transport, floods to replenish flood plains, etc).

Rejection of the dam was frequently trivialised as a project of irrefutable benefit being stopped by a small marsupial: “Mr Green let a couple of pairs of spotted-tailed quolls defeat a project of critical significance to Tasmanian agriculture,” claimed Liberal MHA Jeremy Rockliff (Stubbs, “Court may rule on dam”), while headlines proclaimed “Marsupial sinks dam” (Bavage) and “Quoll halts Northern Dam” (Stubbs).

A similar situation was observed concerning a proposed gold mine at Lake Cowal in New South Wales where a local newspaper reported: “If a few birds might suffer in order to help humans, we’ve got to take that risk” (McGregor 200). This simplistic argument, where the glories of development are seen to be prevented by a few animals, effectively ignores any concerns about the more widespread and long-term impacts on the ecology and hydrology.

The quoll debate became even more ridiculous when Timber Communities Australia, a forestry industry front group, embarked on a cynical attempt to diminish the impact the dam might have on quoll populations. The TCA statement was taken up by the Advocate, claiming that four quolls had been killed on roads in the Meander area recently (Brown).

Rene Hidding’s claims on quoll ecology during the Meander Dam debate, have verged on crackpot. Anyone with any understanding of animal ecology knows that if you displace an already dense population of a peak carnivore into another area, or reduce its habitat size, overpopulation and deaths will occur. Indeed such was the apparently uncontested RMPAT evidence of quoll experts in dismissing the Government’s proposed quoll habitat areas adjacent to the Dam as nowhere near sufficient (Bonham).

Although the impacts of the dam were considered to be more severe on the heath plant than the quoll (DPIWE, Meander Dam DPEMP), it was the quoll which received far more coverage, probably owing to the ‘cute and furry’ element and the familiarity of the marsupial compared to a non-distinct, unfamiliar heath plant.

On several occasions the Meander Dam proposal was compared to the successful Craigbourne Dam and Coal River Valley irrigation project (e.g. Scott; Barns; Johnston). However these comparisons are somewhat simplistic and none of them call on expert opinion. It is drawing a long bow to infer similar benefits to an area with a different climate and soil. No mention was made of the potential environmental problems such as salinity in the Coal Valley and, indeed, it is too early to assess the sustainability of irrigated agriculture in the Coal Valley.

The Coal Valley was a marginal agricultural region whereas the Meander Valley has long-established agricultural enterprises as determined by the local climate. Most of the economic benefits from the Craigbourne Dam are from new industries —viticulture and stonefruit. In the Meander Valley the irrigation is expected to allow intensification of existing dairy farming and cropping which will necessarily have impacts on water quality in the Meander catchment. It is a case of comparing apples with oranges in order to reinforce the myth that irrigation is fundamentally beneficial.

The three daily newspapers were surprisingly similar in the content, sources and context of their coverage of the Meander dam issue over the study period. This suggests a reactive rather than proactive form of journalism where the form of the news is created at a statewide level by lobbying from various groups. Political parties and ‘peak’ lobby groups were typically represented in accordance with existing power structures.

In Tasmania, as the forestry debate has shown, with government and opposition and mass media all pro-development there is a great deal of inertia to achieving environmental outcomes when these are in conflict with development. It also highlights the inherent biases that media and government have in a capitalist system, where continual economic growth is vital to their very existence. In this regard, independent media provide a vital alternative but are far less prominent and influential.
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		MVDAG								5				5																																		1																								7																																																																		4																																								3																																																																																																				25
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		Headline		Meeting 'positive'		Dam plan goes ahead		Meander residents consider dam plan		Dam given support		Meander Dam under debate again		Dam project user demand		Support for dam proposal		Dam a must for State		Dam plan flawed, not viable, says trust		Trust in fury over dam ads		Meander land losses: report		Rockliff urges dam decision		Meander dam delays explained		Go-ahead for Meander Valley Dam		Meander Dam gets go-ahead		Trust to appeal on dam		Meander Dam protest plans		Trust to lodge appeal on dam		Appeal to be lodged over dam proposal		Appeal to protect native species		Approval for dam plan before committee		Dam decision expected soon		Proof' that dam project not viable		Trust to appeal on quoll grounds		Dam furore in the balance		Meandern dam hearing		Dam would run at loss, says trust		Decision stuns farmers		Dam meanders into obscurity after 30 years		Dambusters		Quoll halts northern dam		Marsupial sinks dam		Farmers vow quoll will not stop scheme		Government showing complacency: Rockliff		Action in supreme court seen as option		Battle far from over: farmers		No Dams: Polarising debate reignited in Tasmania		Search for chink in dam decision		Angry response not surprising		Court may rule on dam		State Govt vows that dam will proceed		Move to save dam project		Rejection of dam a narrow approach		Fight on again to dam Meander		Green vow to fight for Meander Dam		Dam vital for future: farmers		Hooray for status quoll		Inspections stir dam ire		Public might have to show its feelings'		Greens blast dam as an economic loser		Despair over a farms crisis		Water security for family farm future		Farmers left reeling		Decision threatens contracts		Quoll is taking all the blame: Tiffin		Benefits of dam 'must be revisited'		Libs weigh in to revive plans for dam				Dam push goes to Canberra		No power over dam, says Watson		Semator sinks Lib dam hopes		Minister weighs options for saving Meander dam		Dam is just one option: Lyons MHA		Green quiet over dam legal advice		Dam options for cabinet		Let the water flow - but let's do it carefully		State 'set to admit dam defeat'		Pressure builds on cabinet over dam		Dam decision divides State		Canberra's help sought on dam		Dam fury		Dam is back		Planning institute hits out over dam		Green stands by Governments dam move		Stronger argument needed to convince Commonwealth		TFGA: Better yields and new crops		Action gets thumbs up from farmers		Overriding move has Putt angry		RMPAT declines comment on ruling		$17.8m a year in direct incomes		State is right to push for the dam		Farmers clap and cheer dam victory		Other storage projects at risk: regional board		Government in 'alarming precendent'		TFGA after lobby help		Farmers to be hit with strict regulations		Support for Labor over dam		Dam data has to go to Kemp		Fact and fiction on dam-buster quolls		$10 000 Meander dam fund talks		Too dam crazy for words so let's compromise		Dam project 'too important'		Council fund to push dam's development		Dam politics are complex		Dam action group keeps quiet		Dornauf denies pecuniary interest in dam		Tribunal decision 'destroys hopes'		Another setback over dam		Meander set for mini-dam		Rivers and Water Supply stands aloof		RWSC had no dam role: Green		Group pushes dam proposal		Dam legislation in the pipeline		Green won't be rushed on dam		Action on dam urged		Both sides happy after dam talks with Kemp		Dam water too cheap: Greens		Report says planned dam is unviable		Delegation pushes for dam		Faith in dam		Councils show support for dam proposal		Dam ' may start within months'		Legislation for Meander Dam tabled		Meander Dam bill tabled		Dam legislation to be debated		Damned if it doesn't		Bacon quizzed over dam		Dam bill passed in Lower House		Dam Bill passes in bitterness		Meander Dam now step closer		Meander Dam calls renewed		State urged to get its dam act together		Dam 'should be tool against flood'		Dam project 'must go ahead'		Meander Dam 'might have saved my spuds'		Why Meander dam is a goer		MLC slams handling of dam scheme		NW's Smith the only MLC to oppose Meander Dam bill		Six members back dam bill		Quoll road kill claim attacked		Move to end dam dispute		Final hurdle for dam		Dam legislation passed		Rural hopes riding on dam		Quick and dirty' option		Valley's chance to start afresh
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		Subject 2						10		7		3		3		5		3				3		5		14		5						22		22		21		14		1		2		3		2		3		2		3		3				8		2		1		22				11		9		20		7		5		21		3		21		3		5				11				11		2		5		5		22		22		20										22				22		3		3		22		8		8		11		8		9		2		2		3		9		15		1		3		5				5		2		10		6		5		21		3		20		18		2		22				7		7		11		8		21		3		8		3				3		5		3		5		2				Unfavourable		12.5		12.8		12.5		12.6																																																												Mode		3		3		3

		Subject 3								6		8		21		11						8						2						8				7		8		8						3						7						18				10		8				22				11		11		21		3				5		11		14										3		3				14		8		11										2				8		22				8		1		22		20		3		20		20		11				10		8		2														7		7		3		7				11		3		8						6		9		3		20				11						5						2						Mixed		37.5		38.3		37.5		37.9																																																												Mode		8		3		8

		Subject 4								8				20		14						2																8																																8																14																		8				7																						22		11		8		11				3						2																				6				21														8				21		2																						Neutral		6.3		10.6		16.7		10.7																																																												Mode		8		8		11

		Context		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		4		4		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		4		4		4		4		4		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		4		4		4		4						100		100		100		100																																																								29				Mode		1		3		1

		Other articles																																																																								Other articles												News stories only

				104		105		106		107		108		109		110		111		112		113		114		115		116		117		118		119		120		121		122		123		124		125		126		127		128		129		130		131		132		133		134		135		136								Advocate		Examiner		Mercury		All						Advocate		Examiner		Mercury		All

		Newspaper		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		3		3						Favourable		5		12		4		21				Favourable		14		18		8		40

		Date		2/4/03		2/11/03		2/14/03		3/25/03		3/18/02		2/13/03		2/26/02		2/5/03		1/25/03		2/2/03		2/5/03		4/28/03		1/27/03		2/5/03		1/29/03		1/29/03		1/30/03		2/5/03		2/5/03		3/26/03		1/29/03		1/29/03		2/1/03		2/5/03		4/22/03		1/24/03		2/10/03		4/9/03		4/17/03		2/6/03		2/9/03		1/29/03		4/22/03						Unfavourable		0		4		3		7				Unfavourable		4		6		3		13

		Headline		Dam decision divides State		Dam project 'too important'		Tribunal decision 'destroys hopes'		Delegation pushes for dam		Dam a must for State		Dam politics are complex		Dam plan goes ahead		Planning institute hits out over dam		Angry response not surprising		Let the water flow - but let's do it carefully		TFGA: Better yields and new crops		Valley's chance to start afresh		Rejection of dam a narrow approach		State is right to push for the dam		Public might have to show its feelings'		Water security for family farm future				Stronger argument needed to convince Commonwealth		Other storage projects at risk: regional board		Faith in dam		Greens blast dam as an economic loser		Quoll is taking all the blame: Tiffin		Dam is just one option: Lyons MHA		Overriding move has Putt angry		Rural hopes riding on dam		Dam meanders into obscurity after 30 years		Too dam crazy for words so let's compromise		Damned if it doesn't		Why Meander dam is a goer		Support for Labor over dam		Fact and fiction on dam-buster quolls		Hooray for status quoll		Quick and dirty' option						Mixed		0		1		0		1				Mixed		12		18		9		39

		Author		Sue Smith		Bryan Green		Greg Hall		Mark Shelton		Greg Hall		Editro?		Greg Hall				Anna Randell		Rod Scott				Wayne Johnson				?				Anna Randell				Lucy Spurgeon								Lucy Spurgeon						Anna Randell		Ian Pattie		Greg Barns		Gur Barnett		Bryan Green				Simon Bevilacqua		Tim Thorne		Craig Woodfield						Neutral		3		1		0		4				Neutral		2		5		4		11

		Position		MLC Montgomery		MHA		Indpt MLC		MVC Mayor		Indpt MLC		Editor		MV mayor				Rural Reporter		?editor				Meander Valley farmer				Editor																										Columnist		Tas Lib Senator		Labor MHA						Columnist		TCT Water Policy Officer								8		18		7		33						32		47		24		103
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		Length		14		27		17		5		25		10		3		7		10		32		10		23		11		11		11		28		6		8		4		5		8		18		10		10		39		21		17		20		16		5		61		8		19								Advocate		Examiner		Mercury		All						Advocate		Examiner		Mercury		All

		Type		3		3		3		3		3		4		5		5		3		3		3		3		4		4		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		2		6		3		3		3		5		2		3		3						Favourable		62.5		66.7		57.1		63.6				Favourable		43.8		38.3		33.3		38.8

		Subject 1		9		5		3		2		5		5		1		5		11		11		11		11		3		5		3		11		3		5		21		8		8		15		11		5		18		24		3		8		2		5		3		3		1						Unfavourable		0.0		22.2		42.9		21.2				Unfavourable		12.5		12.8		12.5		12.6

		Subject 2		3		21		8				8		3		4		3		1		3				18		8		3		20		14		11		2		3		2		13		19		19		2		14				7		11		14		11		7		11		3						Mixed		0.0		5.6		0.0		3.0				Mixed		37.5		38.3		37.5		37.9

		Subject 3		11		11		11				9		22						21						14		5		8		5		19				3		5						8		14				11				6		2		11				8		7		8						Neutral		37.5		5.6		0.0		12.1				Neutral		6.3		10.6		16.7		10.7

		Subject 4		7		2		22				11		11												3		20																		3		13								11				1				6		5		9								100		100		100		100						100		100		100		100

		Context		1		1		1		1		1		4		4		4		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		2		2		2		2		3		4		1		1		1		1		2		2		2





timeline2

		

												f/n

												1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		13		14		15		16		17		18		19		20		21		22		23		24		25		26		27		28		29		30		31		32		33		34		35		36		37

				1		2/1/02		0				2/1/02		0		2/15/02		0		3/1/02		0		3/15/02		0		3/29/02		0		4/12/02		0		4/26/02		0		5/10/02		0		5/24/02		0		6/7/02		0		6/21/02		0		7/5/02		0		7/19/02		0		8/2/02		0		8/16/02		0		8/30/02		1		9/13/02		0		9/27/02		0		10/11/02		0		10/25/02		0		11/8/02		1		11/22/02		0		12/6/02		0		12/20/02		0		1/3/03		0		1/17/03		0		1/31/03		2		2/14/03		2		2/28/03		0		3/14/03		2		3/28/03		0		4/11/03		3		4/25/03		0

				2		2/2/02		0				2/2/02		0		2/16/02		0		3/2/02		0		3/16/02		0		3/30/02		0		4/13/02		0		4/27/02		0		5/11/02		0		5/25/02		0		6/8/02		0		6/22/02		0		7/6/02		0		7/20/02		0		8/3/02		0		8/17/02		0		8/31/02		0		9/14/02		1		9/28/02		0		10/12/02		2		10/26/02		0		11/9/02		0		11/23/02		0		12/7/02		0		12/21/02		0		1/4/03		0		1/18/03		0		2/1/03		3		2/15/03		1		3/1/03		0		3/15/03		0		3/29/03		1		4/12/03		2		4/26/03		0

				3		2/3/02		0				2/3/02		0		2/17/02		0		3/3/02		0		3/17/02		0		3/31/02		0		4/14/02		0		4/28/02		0		5/12/02		0		5/26/02		0		6/9/02		0		6/23/02		0		7/7/02		0		7/21/02		0		8/4/02		0		8/18/02		0		9/1/02		0		9/15/02		0		9/29/02		0		10/13/02		0		10/27/02		0		11/10/02		0		11/24/02		0		12/8/02		0		12/22/02		0		1/5/03		0		1/19/03		0		2/2/03		2		2/16/03		0		3/2/03		0		3/16/03		0		3/30/03		0		4/13/03		0		4/27/03		0

				4		2/4/02		0				2/4/02		0		2/18/02		0		3/4/02		0		3/18/02		1		4/1/02		0		4/15/02		0		4/29/02		0		5/13/02		0		5/27/02		0		6/10/02		0		6/24/02		0		7/8/02		0		7/22/02		0		8/5/02		0		8/19/02		0		9/2/02		0		9/16/02		1		9/30/02		0		10/14/02		0		10/28/02		0		11/11/02		0		11/25/02		0		12/9/02		0		12/23/02		0		1/6/03		0		1/20/03		0		2/3/03		2		2/17/03		0		3/3/03		0		3/17/03		0		3/31/03		0		4/14/03		1		4/28/03		1

				5		2/5/02		0				2/5/02		0		2/19/02		0		3/5/02		1		3/19/02		0		4/2/02		0		4/16/02		0		4/30/02		0		5/14/02		0		5/28/02		0		6/11/02		0		6/25/02		0		7/9/02		0		7/23/02		0		8/6/02		0		8/20/02		0		9/3/02		0		9/17/02		0		10/1/02		0		10/15/02		1		10/29/02		1		11/12/02		1		11/26/02		0		12/10/02		0		12/24/02		0		1/7/03		1		1/21/03		0		2/4/03		4		2/18/03		0		3/4/03		0		3/18/03		0		4/1/03		0		4/15/03		2		4/29/03		0

				6		2/6/02		0				2/6/02		0		2/20/02		0		3/6/02		1		3/20/02		0		4/3/02		0		4/17/02		0		5/1/02		0		5/15/02		0		5/29/02		0		6/12/02		0		6/26/02		0		7/10/02		0		7/24/02		0		8/7/02		0		8/21/02		0		9/4/02		0		9/18/02		0		10/2/02		0		10/16/02		2		10/30/02		0		11/13/02		0		11/27/02		0		12/11/02		0		12/25/02		0		1/8/03		0		1/22/03		0		2/5/03		11		2/19/03		1		3/5/03		0		3/19/03		2		4/2/03		0		4/16/03		0		4/30/03		0

				7		2/7/02		0				2/7/02		0		2/21/02		0		3/7/02		0		3/21/02		0		4/4/02		0		4/18/02		0		5/2/02		0		5/16/02		0		5/30/02		0		6/13/02		1		6/27/02		0		7/11/02		0		7/25/02		0		8/8/02		0		8/22/02		0		9/5/02		0		9/19/02		0		10/3/02		0		10/17/02		0		10/31/02		0		11/14/02		0		11/28/02		0		12/12/02		1		12/26/02		0		1/9/03		2		1/23/03		0		2/6/03		4		2/20/03		2		3/6/03		0		3/20/03		0		4/3/03		0		4/17/03		5

				8		2/8/02		0				2/8/02		0		2/22/02		0		3/8/02		0		3/22/02		0		4/5/02		0		4/19/02		1		5/3/02		0		5/17/02		0		5/31/02		0		6/14/02		0		6/28/02		0		7/12/02		0		7/26/02		0		8/9/02		0		8/23/02		0		9/6/02		0		9/20/02		0		10/4/02		0		10/18/02		0		11/1/02		0		11/15/02		0		11/29/02		0		12/13/02		0		12/27/02		0		1/10/03		1		1/24/03		5		2/7/03		0		2/21/03		1		3/7/03		0		3/21/03		0		4/4/03		0		4/18/03		1

				9		2/9/02		0				2/9/02		0		2/23/02		0		3/9/02		0		3/23/02		0		4/6/02		0		4/20/02		0		5/4/02		0		5/18/02		0		6/1/02		0		6/15/02		0		6/29/02		0		7/13/02		0		7/27/02		0		8/10/02		0		8/24/02		0		9/7/02		0		9/21/02		0		10/5/02		0		10/19/02		0		11/2/02		0		11/16/02		0		11/30/02		0		12/14/02		0		12/28/02		0		1/11/03		0		1/25/03		8		2/8/03		1		2/22/03		0		3/8/03		0		3/22/03		0		4/5/03		0		4/19/03		2

				10		2/10/02		0				2/10/02		0		2/24/02		0		3/10/02		0		3/24/02		0		4/7/02		0		4/21/02		0		5/5/02		0		5/19/02		0		6/2/02		0		6/16/02		0		6/30/02		0		7/14/02		0		7/28/02		0		8/11/02		0		8/25/02		0		9/8/02		0		9/22/02		0		10/6/02		0		10/20/02		0		11/3/02		0		11/17/02		0		12/1/02		0		12/15/02		0		12/29/02		0		1/12/03		0		1/26/03		0		2/9/03		1		2/23/03		0		3/9/03		0		3/23/03		0		4/6/03		0		4/20/03		0

				11		2/11/02		0				2/11/02		0		2/25/02		0		3/11/02		0		3/25/02		0		4/8/02		0		4/22/02		0		5/6/02		0		5/20/02		0		6/3/02		1		6/17/02		0		7/1/02		0		7/15/02		0		7/29/02		0		8/12/02		0		8/26/02		0		9/9/02		0		9/23/02		0		10/7/02		0		10/21/02		0		11/4/02		0		11/18/02		0		12/2/02		0		12/16/02		0		12/30/02		0		1/13/03		0		1/27/03		4		2/10/03		2		2/24/03		0		3/10/03		1		3/24/03		0		4/7/03		1		4/21/03		0

				12		2/12/02		0				2/12/02		0		2/26/02		3		3/12/02		0		3/26/02		0		4/9/02		0		4/23/02		0		5/7/02		0		5/21/02		0		6/4/02		0		6/18/02		0		7/2/02		0		7/16/02		0		7/30/02		0		8/13/02		0		8/27/02		0		9/10/02		0		9/24/02		0		10/8/02		0		10/22/02		1		11/5/02		0		11/19/02		0		12/3/02		0		12/17/02		0		12/31/02		0		1/14/03		0		1/28/03		2		2/11/03		1		2/25/03		0		3/11/03		1		3/25/03		1		4/8/03		0		4/22/03		2

				13		2/13/02		0				2/13/02		0		2/27/02		1		3/13/02		1		3/27/02		0		4/10/02		0		4/24/02		0		5/8/02		0		5/22/02		0		6/5/02		0		6/19/02		0		7/3/02		0		7/17/02		0		7/31/02		0		8/14/02		0		8/28/02		0		9/11/02		0		9/25/02		0		10/9/02		0		10/23/02		0		11/6/02		0		11/20/02		0		12/4/02		0		12/18/02		0		1/1/03		0		1/15/03		0		1/29/03		9		2/12/03		1		2/26/03		0		3/12/03		0		3/26/03		1		4/9/03		4		4/23/03		0

				14		2/14/02		0				2/14/02		0		2/28/02		0		3/14/02		0		3/28/02		0		4/11/02		0		4/25/02		0		5/9/02		0		5/23/02		0		6/6/02		0		6/20/02		0		7/4/02		0		7/18/02		0		8/1/02		0		8/15/02		0		8/29/02		0		9/12/02		0		9/26/02		0		10/10/02		0		10/24/02		0		11/7/02		0		11/21/02		0		12/5/02		0		12/19/02		0		1/2/03		0		1/16/03		0		1/30/03		4		2/13/03		2		2/27/03		0		3/13/03		0		3/27/03		0		4/10/03		1		4/24/03		0

				15		2/15/02		0						0				4				3				1				0				1				0				0				1				1				0				0				0				0				0				1				2				0				6				1				2				0				1				0				4				32				36				7				2				6				7				18				1

				16		2/16/02		0

				17		2/17/02		0

				18		2/18/02		0

				19		2/19/02		0				Fortnight		Articles

				20		2/20/02		0				1		0

				21		2/21/02		0				2		4

				22		2/22/02		0				3		3

				23		2/23/02		0				4		1

				24		2/24/02		0				5		0

				25		2/25/02		0				6		1

				26		2/26/02		3				7		0

				27		2/27/02		1				8		0

				28		2/28/02		0				9		1

				29		3/1/02		0				10		1

				30		3/2/02		0				11		0

				31		3/3/02		0				12		0

				32		3/4/02		0				13		0

				33		3/5/02		1				14		0

				34		3/6/02		1				15		0

				35		3/7/02		0				16		1

				36		3/8/02		0				17		2

				37		3/9/02		0				18		0

				38		3/10/02		0				19		6

				39		3/11/02		0				20		1

				40		3/12/02		0				21		2

				41		3/13/02		1				22		0

				42		3/14/02		0				23		1

				43		3/15/02		0				24		0

				44		3/16/02		0				25		4

				45		3/17/02		0				26		32

				46		3/18/02		1				27		36

				47		3/19/02		0				28		7

				48		3/20/02		0				29		2

				49		3/21/02		0				30		6

				50		3/22/02		0				31		7

				51		3/23/02		0				32		18

				52		3/24/02		0				33		1

				53		3/25/02		0

				54		3/26/02		0

				55		3/27/02		0

				56		3/28/02		0

				57		3/29/02		0

				58		3/30/02		0

				59		3/31/02		0

				60		4/1/02		0

				61		4/2/02		0

				62		4/3/02		0

				63		4/4/02		0

				64		4/5/02		0

				65		4/6/02		0

				66		4/7/02		0

				67		4/8/02		0

				68		4/9/02		0

				69		4/10/02		0

				70		4/11/02		0

				71		4/12/02		0

				72		4/13/02		0

				73		4/14/02		0

				74		4/15/02		0

				75		4/16/02		0

				76		4/17/02		0

				77		4/18/02		0

				78		4/19/02		1

				79		4/20/02		0

				80		4/21/02		0

				81		4/22/02		0

				82		4/23/02		0

				83		4/24/02		0

				84		4/25/02		0

				85		4/26/02		0

				86		4/27/02		0

				87		4/28/02		0

				88		4/29/02		0

				89		4/30/02		0

				90		5/1/02		0

				91		5/2/02		0

				92		5/3/02		0

				93		5/4/02		0

				94		5/5/02		0

				95		5/6/02		0

				96		5/7/02		0

				97		5/8/02		0

				98		5/9/02		0

				99		5/10/02		0

				100		5/11/02		0

				101		5/12/02		0

				102		5/13/02		0

				103		5/14/02		0

				104		5/15/02		0

				105		5/16/02		0

				106		5/17/02		0

				107		5/18/02		0

				108		5/19/02		0

				109		5/20/02		0

				110		5/21/02		0

				111		5/22/02		0

				112		5/23/02		0

				113		5/24/02		0

				114		5/25/02		0

				115		5/26/02		0

				116		5/27/02		0

				117		5/28/02		0

				118		5/29/02		0

				119		5/30/02		0

				120		5/31/02		0

				121		6/1/02		0

				122		6/2/02		0

				123		6/3/02		0

				124		6/4/02		0

				125		6/5/02		0

				126		6/6/02		0

				127		6/7/02		0

				128		6/8/02		0

				129		6/9/02		0

				130		6/10/02		0

				131		6/11/02		0

				132		6/12/02		0

				133		6/13/02		1

				134		6/14/02		0

				135		6/15/02		0

				136		6/16/02		0

				137		6/17/02		0

				138		6/18/02		0

				139		6/19/02		0

				140		6/20/02		0

				141		6/21/02		0

				142		6/22/02		0

				143		6/23/02		0

				144		6/24/02		0

				145		6/25/02		0

				146		6/26/02		0

				147		6/27/02		0

				148		6/28/02		0

				149		6/29/02		0

				150		6/30/02		0

				151		7/1/02		0

				152		7/2/02		0

				153		7/3/02		0

				154		7/4/02		0

				155		7/5/02		0

				156		7/6/02		0

				157		7/7/02		0

				158		7/8/02		0

				159		7/9/02		0

				160		7/10/02		0

				161		7/11/02		0

				162		7/12/02		0

				163		7/13/02		0

				164		7/14/02		0

				165		7/15/02		0

				166		7/16/02		0

				167		7/17/02		0

				168		7/18/02		0

				169		7/19/02		0

				170		7/20/02		0

				171		7/21/02		0

				172		7/22/02		0

				173		7/23/02		0

				174		7/24/02		0

				175		7/25/02		0

				176		7/26/02		0

				177		7/27/02		0

				178		7/28/02		0

				179		7/29/02		0

				180		7/30/02		0

				181		7/31/02		0

				182		8/1/02		0

				183		8/2/02		0

				184		8/3/02		0

				185		8/4/02		0

				186		8/5/02		0

				187		8/6/02		0

				188		8/7/02		0

				189		8/8/02		0

				190		8/9/02		0

				191		8/10/02		0

				192		8/11/02		0

				193		8/12/02		0

				194		8/13/02		0

				195		8/14/02		0

				196		8/15/02		0

				197		8/16/02		0

				198		8/17/02		0

				199		8/18/02		0

				200		8/19/02		0

				201		8/20/02		0

				202		8/21/02		0

				203		8/22/02		0

				204		8/23/02		0

				205		8/24/02		0

				206		8/25/02		0

				207		8/26/02		0

				208		8/27/02		0

				209		8/28/02		0

				210		8/29/02		0

				211		8/30/02		1

				212		8/31/02		0

				213		9/1/02		0

				214		9/2/02		0

				215		9/3/02		0

				216		9/4/02		0

				217		9/5/02		0

				218		9/6/02		0

				219		9/7/02		0

				220		9/8/02		0

				221		9/9/02		0

				222		9/10/02		0

				223		9/11/02		0

				224		9/12/02		0

				225		9/13/02		0

				226		9/14/02		1

				227		9/15/02		0

				228		9/16/02		1

				229		9/17/02		0

				230		9/18/02		0

				231		9/19/02		0

				232		9/20/02		0

				233		9/21/02		0

				234		9/22/02		0

				235		9/23/02		0

				236		9/24/02		0

				237		9/25/02		0

				238		9/26/02		0

				239		9/27/02		0

				240		9/28/02		0

				241		9/29/02		0

				242		9/30/02		0

				243		10/1/02		0

				244		10/2/02		0

				245		10/3/02		0

				246		10/4/02		0

				247		10/5/02		0

				248		10/6/02		0

				249		10/7/02		0

				250		10/8/02		0

				251		10/9/02		0

				252		10/10/02		0

				253		10/11/02		0

				254		10/12/02		2

				255		10/13/02		0

				256		10/14/02		0

				257		10/15/02		1

				258		10/16/02		2

				259		10/17/02		0

				260		10/18/02		0

				261		10/19/02		0

				262		10/20/02		0

				263		10/21/02		0

				264		10/22/02		1

				265		10/23/02		0

				266		10/24/02		0

				267		10/25/02		0

				268		10/26/02		0

				269		10/27/02		0

				270		10/28/02		0

				271		10/29/02		1

				272		10/30/02		0

				273		10/31/02		0

				274		11/1/02		0

				275		11/2/02		0

				276		11/3/02		0

				277		11/4/02		0

				278		11/5/02		0

				279		11/6/02		0

				280		11/7/02		0

				281		11/8/02		1

				282		11/9/02		0

				283		11/10/02		0

				284		11/11/02		0

				285		11/12/02		1

				286		11/13/02		0

				287		11/14/02		0

				288		11/15/02		0

				289		11/16/02		0

				290		11/17/02		0

				291		11/18/02		0

				292		11/19/02		0

				293		11/20/02		0

				294		11/21/02		0

				295		11/22/02		0

				296		11/23/02		0

				297		11/24/02		0

				298		11/25/02		0

				299		11/26/02		0

				300		11/27/02		0

				301		11/28/02		0

				302		11/29/02		0

				303		11/30/02		0

				304		12/1/02		0

				305		12/2/02		0

				306		12/3/02		0

				307		12/4/02		0

				308		12/5/02		0

				309		12/6/02		0

				310		12/7/02		0

				311		12/8/02		0

				312		12/9/02		0

				313		12/10/02		0

				314		12/11/02		0

				315		12/12/02		1

				316		12/13/02		0

				317		12/14/02		0

				318		12/15/02		0

				319		12/16/02		0

				320		12/17/02		0

				321		12/18/02		0

				322		12/19/02		0

				323		12/20/02		0

				324		12/21/02		0

				325		12/22/02		0

				326		12/23/02		0

				327		12/24/02		0

				328		12/25/02		0

				329		12/26/02		0

				330		12/27/02		0

				331		12/28/02		0

				332		12/29/02		0

				333		12/30/02		0

				334		12/31/02		0

				335		1/1/03		0

				336		1/2/03		0

				337		1/3/03		0

				338		1/4/03		0

				339		1/5/03		0

				340		1/6/03		0

				341		1/7/03		1

				342		1/8/03		0

				343		1/9/03		2

				344		1/10/03		1

				345		1/11/03		0

				346		1/12/03		0

				347		1/13/03		0

				348		1/14/03		0

				349		1/15/03		0

				350		1/16/03		0

				351		1/17/03		0

				352		1/18/03		0

				353		1/19/03		0

				354		1/20/03		0

				355		1/21/03		0

				356		1/22/03		0

				357		1/23/03		0

				358		1/24/03		5

				359		1/25/03		8

				360		1/26/03		0

				361		1/27/03		4

				362		1/28/03		2

				363		1/29/03		9

				364		1/30/03		4

				365		1/31/03		2

				366		2/1/03		3

				367		2/2/03		2

				368		2/3/03		2

				369		2/4/03		4

				370		2/5/03		11

				371		2/6/03		4

				372		2/7/03		0

				373		2/8/03		1

				374		2/9/03		1

				375		2/10/03		2

				376		2/11/03		1

				377		2/12/03		1

				378		2/13/03		2

				379		2/14/03		2

				380		2/15/03		1

				381		2/16/03		0

				382		2/17/03		0

				383		2/18/03		0

				384		2/19/03		1

				385		2/20/03		2

				386		2/21/03		1

				387		2/22/03		0

				388		2/23/03		0

				389		2/24/03		0

				390		2/25/03		0

				391		2/26/03		0

				392		2/27/03		0

				393		2/28/03		0

				394		3/1/03		0

				395		3/2/03		0

				396		3/3/03		0

				397		3/4/03		0

				398		3/5/03		0

				399		3/6/03		0

				400		3/7/03		0

				401		3/8/03		0

				402		3/9/03		0

				403		3/10/03		1

				404		3/11/03		1

				405		3/12/03		0

				406		3/13/03		0

				407		3/14/03		2

				408		3/15/03		0

				409		3/16/03		0

				410		3/17/03		0

				411		3/18/03		0

				412		3/19/03		2

				413		3/20/03		0

				414		3/21/03		0

				415		3/22/03		0

				416		3/23/03		0

				417		3/24/03		0

				418		3/25/03		1

				419		3/26/03		1

				420		3/27/03		0

				421		3/28/03		0

				422		3/29/03		1

				423		3/30/03		0

				424		3/31/03		0

				425		4/1/03		0

				426		4/2/03		0

				427		4/3/03		0

				428		4/4/03		0

				429		4/5/03		0

				430		4/6/03		0

				431		4/7/03		1

				432		4/8/03		0

				433		4/9/03		4

				434		4/10/03		1

				435		4/11/03		3

				436		4/12/03		2

				437		4/13/03		0

				438		4/14/03		1

				439		4/15/03		2

				440		4/16/03		0

				441		4/17/03		5

				442		4/18/03		1

				443		4/19/03		2

				444		4/20/03		0

				445		4/21/03		0

				446		4/22/03		2

				447		4/23/03		0

				448		4/24/03		0

				449		4/25/03		0

				450		4/26/03		0

				451		4/27/03		0

				452		4/28/03		1

				453		4/29/03		0

				454		4/30/03		0





timeline2

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Articles

Fortnight

Number of articles in Tasmanian daily newspapers
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		Subject 2				4				14		8				1		10		1		22		22		2		22		7		3		3		5		3				3		21		3		2		3		3		21		3		8		3						2		3		3		5		14		5				8		2				22				22				22		22		3		3		3		22		8		11				8		9		20		7		20		1		5		8		21		20		13		11		14		19		8		11		3		19		21		3		9		2		2				3		2		5		5		3		3								5		11		2				11				3		2		9		2		5		15		1		5				2		14		18		22		10		7		6		5		21		11		11		8		3		20		18		21		3		11		7		7		5		3		2		8				3		11		5				3		14		7		2		3						Mode		3		3		3																												Advocate						Examiner						Mercury

		Subject 3								8		9				10				8		8						8		6		8		21		11								7		11		3				8		11		22		11										7								2				18						2				14				8		8		22						8		1		22				22				11		11		11		21		21		5		3		5				20		19		8		3						14		5				20		20		3				11						14		8		5												11										3		10				3		8		2								11		14		8				6		7		7		3		7		9		3		7				11		20						8		6						3		11						2		2				5		11						8						Mode		8		8		7																												Number articles		Number paragraphs		Percentage of total quotes		Number articles		Number paragraphs		Percentage of total quotes		Number articles		Number paragraphs		Percentage of total quotes

		Subject 4										11																		8				20		14								8		7						2		2		11		22																																8																22		8				11								7						20								8				3		11						13								3						14																																		2																		3						8				6				5				21		21						2						6		11																						1						9						Mode		11		8		6																Quotation by percentage of total quotes										Labor MHAs		15		64		23.4		20		73		16.5		14		56		28.0

		Context		1		4		1		3		1		2		4		1		3		2		2		3		4		1		1		1		1		1		1		3		2		1		3		4		1		1		4		1		3		1		1		3		3		3		1		1		1		3		3		3		3		3		3		2		1		2		3		3		4		3		3		3		1		4		3		1		1		1		2		1		1		1		1		1		2		3		1		2		3		1		1		2		1		1		3		3		1		1		1		2		4		1		1		1		2		1		4		4		1		3		1		1		2		3		1		3		1		1		3		3		1		2		4		3		1		2		1		3		1		1		1		2		3		3		1		1		1		3		3		1		2		1		4		4		1		3		2		3		1		4		3		3		1		2		4		2		0				Mode		1		1		1						Advocate		Examiner		Mercury																Liberal MHAs		10		30		11.0		11		50		11.3		11		40		20.0

		Labor MHA		4														3		5						3				2		2		10								3		1				9				9								2						6				2		3																3		2						5																2				2								8				4						4														4				1		5												5						1																1		2		9		2		5				3		5												1		4		2				3		4										2				10		4				8								8				3		2						3		2										193				Sum pars		64		73		56				Count X articles		15		20		14				Labor MHA		23.4		16.5		28.0						Tasmanian Senators		3		6		2.2		4		10		2.3		6		15		7.5

		Liberal MHA																												3		1		2		3		6				4						1				1								7										2																						7																3						5														2						10						7												2		2		5																																		1												6																1				4		3				4		5		5		9		2		2																								4		1												120						30		50		40						10		11		11				Liberal MHA		11.0		11.3		20.0						Tas govt dept (DPIWE)		4		11		4.0		4		15		3.4		1		4		2.0

		Greens MHA																												2																		5				1																		1																																						3						2																		4														8								3								8																				1												3						3		1																1				1						2										4		4																1		2						3												63						9		36		18						4		10		8				Greens MHA		3.3		8.1		9.0						Meander Valley Council or Councillors		2		6		2.2		7		19		4.3		3		6		3.0

		Pro-dam Senator																																																		1										2										3																																				1						3																														3												3																																																																		2										3								1										2				2												5										31						6		10		15						3		4		6				Pro-dam Senator		2.2		2.3		7.5						Meander Valley Council document		0		0		0.0		1		3		0.7		0		0		0.0

		Anti-dam Senator (Brown)																																																																																																																																		2																																																																																																3																																																5						0		2		3						0		1		1				Anti-dam Senator (Brown)		0.0		0.5		1.5						Greg Hall MLC		5		29		10.6		4		7		1.6		0		0		0.0

		Federal pollie																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																		0						0		0		0						0		0		0				Federal pollie		0.0		0.0		0.0						Other MLCs		1		4		1.5		4		12		2.7		1		1		0.5

		Tas govt dept (DPIWE)														3														2		4																												2																																												3		3																																																																						4														5																																																						4																																30						11		15		4						4		4		1				Tas govt dept (DPIWE)		4.0		3.4		2.0						Tasmanian Farmers and Grazies Assocition		5		13		4.8		5		21		4.8		4		16		8.0

		RMPAT																																																																																																														1																																																				2																																																																																																																3						0		3		0						0		2		0				RMPAT		0.0		0.7		0.0						MVDAG		1		3		1.1		5		22		5.0		0		0		0.0

		RMPAT docs																																																																																																																																																																																																																								1																										1																																2						0		0		2						0		0		2				RMPAT docs		0.0		0.0		1.0						MRMG		1		4		1.5		1		3		0.7		1		4		2.0

		TFGA																4												1		1				5												2																																																												6								4																																										4		4														3																																												3		11				1														1																																						50						13		21		16						5		5		4				TFGA		4.8		4.8		8.0						MV Ent. Centre		0		0		0.0		1		3		0.7		0		0		0.0

		TCT												4						4		4		3		4		2		1												1		8																						5														4						2		5		3				3		5		1						3		3						2								14														10						2												5		3										3																																																		1				2				2								4																								3																						116						40		64		12						11		15		5				TCT		14.7		14.5		6.0						Northern Midlands mayor		0		0		0.0		4		17		3.8		0		0		0.0

		Meander Valley Council				3				5																																																																																																		3				1		2		2														1																																																				7		4																																		1						1																														4																						34						8		20		6						2		7		3				Meander Valley Council		2.9		4.5		3.0						Other Councillors		1		5		1.8		1		1		0.2		0		0		0.0

		Meander Valley Council doc																																																																																																																																																																																		3																																																																																																3						0		3		0						0		1		0				Meander Valley Council doc		0.0		0.7		0.0						Tas Ag Productivity Group		1		3		1.1		2		7		1.6		0		0		0.0

		Quoll expert																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																		3																																3						0		0		3						0		0		1				Quoll expert		0.0		0.0		1.5						Nthn Tas Regional Devt Brd		0		0		0.0		3		9		2.0		0		0		0.0

		Community dam opponent																																																																																																																																								13																																																																																																																																										13						0		13		0						0		1		0				Community dam opponent		0.0		2.9		0.0						Tony McCall,  lecturer Public Pol.		0		0		0.0		1		12		2.7		0		0		0.0

		MVDAG																																		3																																																5		5																1																7																																										4																																																																																																																				25						3		22		0						1		5		0				MVDAG		1.1		5.0		0.0						TCCI		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		1		5		2.5

		MRMG																																																																														4																																																																																3																																																																												4																																								11						4		3		4						1		1		1				MRMG		1.5		0.7		2.0						Local farmers		3		23		8.4		4		32		7.2		1		4		2.0

		MV Ent. Centre																																																																																																																3																																																																																																																																																																		3						0		3		0						0		1		0				MV Ent. Centre		0.0		0.7		0.0						Agricultural companies		1		6		2.2		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0

		Northern Midlands mayor																																																																																																																										5						8																														3																																						1																																																																														17						0		17		0						0		4		0				Northern Midlands mayor		0.0		3.8		0.0						TCA media release		1		1		0.4		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0

		Greg Hall MLC						2																						6		1																										17																				3																														2																												3																1		1																																																																																																																										36						29		7		0						5		4		0				Greg Hall MLC		10.6		1.6		0.0								54		208		76.2		82		316		71.5		43		151		75.5

		Sue Smith MLC																																																																												4				1																																																																																																																												6				1																																																												6						18						5		7		6						2		2		1				Sue Smith MLC		1.8		1.6		3.0						Greens MHA		4		9		3.3		10		36		8.1		8		18		9.0

		Other MLC (pro dam legsln)																																																																												4																1						2														3																																																																																																6																																																												1						17						4		12		1						1		4		1				Other MLC (pro dam legsln)		1.5		2.7		0.5						Meander Valley Councillor		1		2		0.7		1		1		0.2		0		0		0.0

		Local farmer																																		4		7																																				12																																												4																		14																																																																				6						8																		4																																																59						23		32		4						3		4		1				Local farmer		8.4		7.2		2.0						Tasmanian Conservation Trust		11		40		14.7		15		64		14.5		5		12		6.0

		Agricultural companies																																						6																																																																																																																																																																																																																																												6						6		0		0						1		0		0				Agricultural companies		2.2		0.0		0.0						Tasmanian Senator (Brown)		0		0		0.0		1		2		0.5		1		3		1.5

		Tas Ag Productivity Group																																								3																																																																																																				4																		3																																																																																																																				10						3		7		0						1		2		0				Tas Ag Productivity Group		1.1		1.6		0.0						WWF economic consultant		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		1		2		1.0

		Nthn Tas Regional Devt Brd																																																																																																																																														2				3																						4																																																																																																										9						0		9		0						0		3		0				Nthn Tas Regional Devt Brd		0.0		2.0		0.0						Quoll expert		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		1		3		1.5

		Tony McCall,  lecturer Public Pol.																																																																																																																																																																										12																																																																																																								12						0		12		0						0		1		0				Tony McCall,  lecturer Public Pol.		0.0		2.7		0.0						Community dam opponent		0		0		0.0		1		13		2.9		0		0		0.0

		TCCI																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																5																																		5						0		0		5						0		0		1				TCCI		0.0		0.0		2.5								16		51		18.6		28		116		26.2		16		38		19

		Plannin Inst Aus																																																7																																																																																																																																																																																														2																																				9						7		0		2						1		0		1				Plannin Inst Aus		2.6		0.0		1.0						Plannin Inst Aus		1		7		2.6		0		0		0.0		1		2		1.0

		other Councillor																																																																										5																																																																																																																										1																																																																														6						5		1		0						1		1		0				other Councillor		1.8		0.2		0.0						LGAT (Lynn Mason)		1		2		0.7		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0

		LGAT (Lynn Mason)																																																																		2																																																																																																																																																																																																																2						2		0		0						1		0		0				LGAT (Lynn Mason)		0.7		0.0		0.0						Sue Smith MLC		2		5		1.8		2		7		1.6		1		6		3.0

		Hydro CEO																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																						1																												1						0		0		1						0		0		1				Hydro CEO		0.0		0.0		0.5								4		14		5.1		2		7		1.6		2		8		4

		WWF economic sonsultant																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																														2																				2						0		0		2						0		0		1				WWF economic sonsultant		0.0		0.0		1.0						Federal pollie		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0

		TCA media release																																																																														1																																																																																																																																																																																																				1						1		0		0						1		0		0				TCA media release		0.4		0.0		0.0						RMPAT		0		0		0.0		2		3		0.7		0		0		0.0

																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																				0						273		442		200																100		100		100						RMPAT docs		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		2		2		1.0

																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																										2.73		4.42		2																										Hydro CEO		0		0		0.0		0		0		0.0		1		1		0.5

												23.5																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																						24																																																								0		0		0		2		3		0.7		3		3		1.5

																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																								Total		73		273		100.0		113		442		100.0		64		200		100.0






