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Peg Putt MHA

Tuesday, 5 OCTOBER 2004

PRESSURE ON HOWARD AS LATHAM TAKES FOREST LEAD

Concern Over Timing of Cessation of Logging in High Conservation Areas

The Tasmanian Greens today are cautiously optimistic about Mark Latham’s Tasmanian Forests policy, welcoming the commitment to pursue protection for high conservation value forests and end broadscale land clearing, but warning that secure protection would not result until next September and the moratorium on further destruction in those forests must come soon.

Greens Opposition Leader Peg Putt MHA flagged the Greens’ interest in John Howard’s policy response on forests, and said that the $800 million funding commitment from Mr Latham could enable a transition into a truly sustainable timber industry free from conflict if applied carefully.

“Mark Latham has responded to overwhelming community demand for Tasmania’s globally significant forests to be protected, but the chainsaws must be out of those forests sooner rather than later and we will have to wait a year to see which places finally get reserved,” Ms Putt said.

“The moratorium on logging our mighty, high conservation value forests needs to be in place urgently and Mr Latham must clarify his intent before polling day because government and industry here have colluded to plan a strategic logging agenda to strike and destroy key conservation values and that logging must not proceed.”

“The key forests areas and biodiversity values have been named by Mr Latham but are not safe until after his year long review and we’ve seen the woodchippers hold sway over previous reviews and inquiries with their financial and lobbying influence on the major parties here in Tasmania.”

“A big gap has been left between promise and delivery on our forests by Mr Latham and we will need a strong Green presence in the Federal Parliament to ensure that we really get that delivery of results on the ground.”

“The $800 million package can be applied to transform Tasmania’s forest industry, moving onto a truly sustainable footing, creating a greater value-adding focus, and retraining and skilling workers into high value manufacturing and intensive forest management.”

“If this is done properly it will be a bonanza for Tasmania, will care for our workers and our forests, and end the conflict.”

“Next cab off the rank with forests policy are the Liberals and we are anxious to see what John Howard has to offer.”

“Paul Lennon’s knee-jerk, ritualised pro-logging stance has let Tasmania down and shown up his lack of vision and leadership for a clean, green Tasmania,” Ms Putt said.
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